Red River Basin Commission ~ “Working Toward a Unified Voice for the Red River Basin”


River Watch Watershed Awareness Award

Monitoring water quality is important for understanding local watershed conditions.  Perhaps of greater importance is analyzing and presenting information in ways that help people better understand local conditions and cause and effect relationships. Raised awareness allows more informed discussion and resultant actions to protect and improve our watersheds.  
At the River Watch Forum, schools present their displays and fact sheets.  Some schools also provide oral presentations. The Red River Basin Commission is sponsoring a Watershed Awareness Award for the school that goes beyond the River Watch Forum presentation of materials by putting their display in other public venues, making presentations to various audiences, or other outreach activities to advance public awareness of watersheds—including river clean-ups, water festivals, and science camps that help educate and engage the public in watershed awareness. 

To be considered for the award, schools must submit a summary of their outreach efforts. Explain in your nomination narrative the activities and products your school used to communicate your monitoring efforts and results and engagement activities. Identify the audiences you reached through your activities. If available, attach electronic versions of the products used. Do not attach PowerPoint presentations or large picture files. Provide links to websites illustrating your initiatives as available. Items to consider or reference:

· Fact sheet or River Watch project summary, covering the “who, what, when, where and why”: what was done, when it occurred, where it occurred, why it happened and how it was accomplished. 

· Published news articles about your River Watch activities – this can include radio, television or cable broadcast, or publication in a newsletter, such as those published by a local soil and water conservation office, school news, etc. Identify as many as were published, as this will help with tie-breakers. 

· Visual display, such as a poster, power point presentations or website. Extra points will be awarded to those who have actually presented their material to a group (school board, water management board, community group, etc.). Include the date, time, location and audiences presented to. 

Entries will be reviewed by communications professionals from resource agencies and area media. Winners will be announced and receive an award at the annual River Watch Forum. Winners will also have their materials displayed on or linked to the River Watch web site and made available to partnering agencies and media outlets for production. 

Submit your nomination (see below) via email by Friday, March 5, 2010 to Wayne Goeken at wrg@gvtel.com. Contact Wayne at that email or call at 218-574-2622 with any questions.
For more information about developing an outreach plan and communications materials, visit the EPA’s Watershed Academy web site: 

http://www.epa.gov/nps/toolbox/print/getnstepguide.pdf
Another useful link specific to water monitoring:

http://www.umass.edu/tei/mwwp/datapresmanual.html   

Please include the following at the top of your nomination application, then use as much space as needed.

River Watch Watershed Awareness Award Nomination

Name of School: _________________________________________                

Address: ____________________________City: _______________         State/Province: _____

Contact Name: ____________________  E-mail: ________________ Phone: ______________

Narrative: Explain your outreach plan and/or the activities and products used to communicate your monitoring results and to engage others in watershed awareness. Include approaches and venues used and audiences reached (type of audience and numbers reached). 

